Bear Creek Cemetery
Reception
Saturday, April 27, 2013, 2-4 pm

The Bear Creek Cemetery foundation invites you to attend a reception Saturday, April 27, 2013, from 2-4 pm.
We are celebrating the completion of new improvements to the cemetery.

Bear Creek Cemetery has been awarded four grants from the Collin County Historical Commission. Thefirst grant
was awarded in August of 2010. This grant was used to install an iron fence with walk-through and drive-through
gates on the east side of the cemetery. Thisfence isin the front of the cemetery along the road. In 2011, Bear
Creek Cemetery was awarded two grants. One grant was used to fence the south side of the cemetery. The other
grant was used to level and repair grave markers in the cemetery. This cemetery was neglected for many years
leaving severa grave markersin need of repair. With this grant we focused on the largest stones that werein
danger of falling. 23 grave markers were repaired. In April of 2011, a marker restoration workshop was held at
the cemetery and three grave markers were repaired at that time.

In 2012, Bear Creek Cemetery Foundation was awarded another grant to repair more grave markersin the cemetery.
In March 2013, we were able to repair, level, and clean 19 more markers. These markers were very damaged and
many were laying flat on the ground. Men from the Empire Masonic Lodge 586, (Shawn Sutherland, David
Stanfield, Joel Summers, Jeff Graham and Ed Engebretsen) helped us with digging up the bases that support the
grave markers and preparing the sites for each of the markers. Texas Restoration LLC repaired the markers, most
of which were for Harless and Robinson family members. g

These two families were the original land donors for
the Bear Creek Methodist Church and Cemetery inthe = ¢
late 1800's. These markers arein the front of the cemetery ¢ &
along the fence next to the road. Boy Scout Troop 1814 @&
from Nevada hel ped us clean most of the markersin the
cemetery. The leaders and boys are: Gary Chappell Sr,
Richard Caldwell, Claude Michael, Gary Chappell Jr,
Walter Barr, Hayden Caldwell, James McDaniel, Holden 8
Michael, John Underwood, and Jacob Anderson.
Everyone did an excellent job.

Bear Creek Cemetery was designated a Texas Historical
Cemetery in 2005. We have mapped the cemetery and
have photographed all of the grave markers.

Future projects include: fencing the west and north sides
of the cemetery, repairing more grave markers, GPR
(ground penetrating radar) to locate unmarked graves,
leveling the dirt where graves have collapsed and where
animals have dug holes, improving the driveway, pruning
trees and installing aflag pole.

We arein the process of writing abook about the cemetery.
If you have any pictures or information of people who
are buried at Bear Creek Cemetery, please contact us
at: beckybabyfeet@verizon.net or call 972-463-7523.

Please consider attending our reception, joining our
foundation, doing volunteer work, or mak| ng adonation | ;
to continue taking care of thisvery old cemetery.




